
When the 2009  

Christmas break was 

taken earthworks on the  

Argyle  

International Airport 

stood at 30 percent  

completion. An addi-

tional 35 percent is ex-

pected to be completed 

by the end of 2010, 

thanks in part to an in-

creased complement of 

equipment. 

 

In addition to the contin-

ued earthworks, work on 

the construction of the 

terminal building is 

scheduled to commence 

in July 2010.  

Currently field workers, 

led by a team of Cuban 

Engineers, are preparing 

the area to facilitate the 

construction of the termi-

nal building within  the 

2nd kilometer of the site. 
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Top soil is being re-

moved and the valley is 

being filled up.  

Trenches have also 

been dug for the instal-

lation of a temporary 

drainage system. A per-

manent drainage sys-

tem would be installed 

in this second kilome-

ter at a later stage. 

 

Efforts are also now 

being made to relocate 

the relics of the old Ar-

gyle sugar factory that 

are currently sitting on 

the 2nd kilometer of 

the runway. Simultane-

ously, work continues 

in the 1st kilometer of 

the project with blast-

ing operations to fur-

ther level the McCon-

nie Yammie and Fort 

Hills, and a portion of 

Johnson Hill.  

The IADC is a private 
limited liability  
company wholly owned 
by the government of 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. It was  
incorporated under the 
Companies Act of St 
Vincent and the  
Grenadines. The  
company's mandate is 
to arrange for the  
financing and  
construction of the  
Argyle International 
Airport, and thereafter 
to manage it effectively 
and efficiently . 
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Meantime, preparations for the 

commencement of construction of the 

culverts in the 1st kilometer are continuing. 

The construction of these culverts is 

expected to begin soon and on completion 

will channel the runoff water under the 

runway and down to the sea.  

Dear Readers: 

 

Thank you for your comments from our 1st IADC Newsletter publication. We appreciate your compli-

ments and words of encouragement.  

 

That aside, we have made every effort to work even harder to improve this second edition and hope that 

through these efforts we are able to provide you with more information about the progress of the Argyle 

International Airport. 

 

As you can see through the pages of this publication, progress has been steady and in some cases more 

than we could have imagined. The Cuban/Vincentian led Chatoyer contingent is doing a fantastic job with 

the earthworks. In fact, the forecast is to have 65% of earthworks completed by the end of this year. 

 

At present, the area for the landside facilities is being prepared and work on the terminal building is ex-

pected to begin by July of this year.  

 

Much work remains to be done but we are committed to the task. 

 

The people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines are supporting this project which they have wanted for so 

long. The government, led by Prime Minister Dr. The Hon. Ralph Gonsalves, is determined to complete it 

by 2012 for the people. 

 

 I take this opportunity to encourage you to continue supporting the project and where possible to make 

tangible contributions to it. You can do so through the Argyle Airport Contributory Fund at the National 

Commercial Bank, account #200884 or you can contribute on line through our website 

www.svgiadc.com. 

 

Thanks again for your support. I wish you good health and continued happy reading. 

 

         

 

                                                                                                                     

Sincerely 

Jennifer Richardson-Herbert 

Editors Note 
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1st kilometer of project  

http://www.svgiadc.com


Filling up the valley in the 2nd kilometer 

Remains of Johnson Hill 

Area being prepared for the construction 

of the Terminal Building 

Courtesy the IADC Communications Department 
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Constructing embankments in the 2nd  

kilometer of the runway. 

A general view of the 1st kilometer. In the background 

what remains of Fort and Mc Connie Yammie Hills. 



The government secured 

the assistance of Professor 

Federico Dovali of the 

Airport and Auxiliary Ser-

vices (ASA) of Mexico to 

assist the IADC with the 

preparation of an Airport 

Master Plan. ASA is a 

government owned com-

pany that designs, builds 

and operates about 20 air-

ports in Mexico. The sup-

port from ASA is part of 

the assistance promised by 

the government of Mexico 

to the government of St. 

Vincent and the Grena-

dines on the Argyle airport 

project. 

Work on the Airport Mas-

ter Plan began in June 

2008 and was completed 

in December 2009.  The 

Plan was handed over to 

IADC in December 2009.  

This Master Plan will 

guide the development of 

the Argyle International 

Airport over the next 30 

years and beyond, in a 

way that meets the de-

mands for growth in local 

industries, protection of 

the environment and de-

mands for aviation ser-

vices. The airport must 

also grow in a way that is 

consistent with broader 

national development 

plans. 

As work progressed on the 

long-term oriented Master 

Plan, IADC seized the 

opportunity to modify the 

plan with which it had 

been working to incorpo-

rate some of the ideas con-

tained in the Master Plan. 

One of the ideas taken 

from the Master Plan was 

to increase the area for the 

Terminal Building and 

Other Landside Facilities, 

to allow for a more spa-

cious layout of these facili-

ties to accommodate their 

growth in a more struc-

tured and cost-effective 

way over time.  

The adoption of the Air-

port Master Plan will also 

mean that, at some stage, 

government would have to 

buy additional lands, to 

cater for the long term de-

velopment of the airport. 

Clearly, from a national 

point of view, the decision 

to buy lands around the 

airport is a good decision 

for future growth and de-

velopment, for at least two 

reasons. First, government 

can buy lands around the 

airport at a much cheaper 

price now than it would be 

able to do in the future. 

Secondly, if the govern-

ment buys land around the 

airport today, it would be 

much better able to control 

the kind of developments 

that take place outside the 

airport fence. 

The Airport Master Plan 

calls for the first stage  

construction of the         

facilities listed below: 

Runway 

Length ï 2743 metres 

(9,000 feet) 

Width  ï   45 metres (148 

feet)  

Max longitudinal slope 

1.25% 

Landing distance available 

ï 2,593 metres 

Take off runway available 

ï 2,743 metres 

Aprons 

Three distinct intercon-

necting apron areas will be 

provided and are catego-

rised as Commercial, Gen-

eral Aviation, and Cargo 

aprons. 

Commercial Apron: This 

apron will serve interna-

tional passengers, with one 

position for aircraft such as 

B 747-400 and B767-200, 

one position for small to 

medium aircraft such as 

B737-800, and six posi-

tions for DHC-8 or similar 

aircraft. The apron is 300m 

x130m.  However, in the 

Airport Master Plan, space 

to the North of the apron 

has been earmarked for its 

future expansion. 

General Aviation Apron: 

This is located south of the 

commercial apron, with 

dimension 290m x130m. 

Space has been earmarked 

for expansion westwards. 

In the first phase of con-

struction, the general avia-

tion apron will park a 

mixed fleet, such as execu-

tive jets (Global express, 

Challenger), DHC-6 twin 

otters and islanders. The 

general aviation apron will 

be flanked on the North by 

four (4) hangers, one of 

which is earmarked for a 

Fixed-Base Operation 

(FBO). 

Cargo Apron: These facili-

ties, located immediately 

South of the General avia-

tion facilities, will allow 

for simultaneous parking 

of 2 aircraft of the size of 

the B727 jets. 
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Southern view perspectives of the proposed Argyle International Airport 

The design work for the sea defences was commissioned and completed during the 

year 2009. A five member team of Cuban designers, surveyors and an environ-

mental specialist visited the State from June to August 2009 to perform oceano-

graphic studies at the North-eastern end of the runway (020). Bathymetric surveys 

were carried out up to approximately 1km from the coast. These studies were 

done to inform the designs for the sea defences in that area of the coast as well as 

to suggest possible locations for the docking of a fuel tanker to supply the fuel 

farm that would be constructed for the operational phase of the airport. 

Sea defences and fuel farm location 
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HOW CAN IT 

BENEFIT THE 

COUNTRY? 

Really! Lets be 

positive 
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Terminal Building Designs 

The final detailed designs for the passen-

ger and cargo terminal buildings, fire sta-

tion, electrical substation and are ex-

pected to be completed by the end of May.  

 

The Taiwanese firm, CECI Engineering  

Consultants Inc., was awarded the 

 contract to design these facilities . They 

submitted the preliminary designs to the 

IADC in November  2009. These designs 

were featured in a local newspaper,  

To allow the public to view and comment 

on them.   

 

The tendering process for the construction 

services is now on the way and would be 

completed in time for the awarding of the 

construction contract by the end of June. 

Construction work on the terminal build-

ing is scheduled to commence July 2010. 

 

Taiwan is financing the design and con-

struction of the terminal buildings and 

other landside facilities to the tune of 

US$30 million dollars, US$20 of which is a 

grant, and the other US$10 million is a 

soft loan to the government.  

�µConstruction 

work on the 

terminal 

building is 

scheduled to 

begin around 

the end of  
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